1950s Culture
WebQuest Description: Created to allow students to explore 1950s culture.
Grade Level: 9-12
Curriculum: Social Studies
Keywords: 1950s, fifties, pop-culture
Published On: 2008-03-01 09:50:33
Last Modified: 2008-02-29 08:10:21
WebQuest URL: http://zunal.com/webquest.php?w=8063

You will participating in a webquest to explore the culture and trends of the 1950s.&nbsp; The various websites will present you with
information on everything from Levittown to the censorship of Elvis.&nbsp; Take your time going through the sites and remember to
record your answers on your worksheet.&nbsp;&nbsp;

Follow the instructions on the next page to navigate through the website.&nbsp; Record your answers on the worksheet provided.

Welcome to the 1950s! Through this webquest you will be exploring the culture and trends of the 1950s. Remember to record what
you find on your worksheet. 1. Congratulations! You have just been married. Take a look at this Home Economics textbook to find
some tips on how to be the perfect housewife.2. Time to move to the suburbs! You and your spouse have decided to buy a house in
Levittown, PA. Look at the four different models and decide which one fits your style and needs best.3. You need a new car to park
in your new garage. Check out these classic cars and choose one you would like to have.4. To celebrate buying a new car you and
your spouse decide to go to the drive-in for dinner and a movie. Click on the link above to read more about the drive-in. 5. You
received a new tv as a wedding present. One of your favorite shows is I Love Lucy - you and your family never miss an episode!
Watch the clip above from a classic episode, in this episode Lucy and Ethel have gone to charm school and change their appearance
to try and impress their husbands and get their marriages out of a "rut".6. Advertising is becoming more widespread through the use
of tv. One commercial you often see while watching I Love Lucy is this ad from their sponsor, Philip Morris. 7. Variety shows were
also popular during the 1950s and the Ed Sullivan Show was one of the best. Click on the link above to read more about the show.
Elvis was a frequent guest on the Ed Sullivan Show. Click on this link to watch a clip of Elvis on the show. Not all teenagers were
allowed to watch Elvis though and his performances were often censored. Click on the link above to read more about censorship in
the 1950s.8. When riding in your new car you love listening to the radio. One of your favorite artists is Johnny Cash. Go to YouTube
and search for a Johnny Cash song to listen to.&nbsp;9. Fashion was an important part of the 1950s. Men click here to choose an
outfit and women check out the many dresses the fifties had to offer.10. For her birthday your daughter wants a hula hoop - a very
popular toy at the time. Click on the link to read more about hula hoops.11. For his birthday your son wants to go to a baseball
game. Click here&nbsp;to read more about sports and leisure time in the 1950s. 12. As exciting as it was, not everyone wanted to
conform to the mainstream culture. One outspoken group was the Beatniks. Click on the link to read more about where the word
"beat" comes from. Also read a poem&nbsp;by Jack Kerouac, one of the most prominent members of the Beat Generation.
Congratulations!! You have completed the webquest - make sure to put your name on your worksheet.
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I hope you have enjoyed exploring the 1950s. Think about how similarities and differences between life during the 50s and life today.
What do you notice?

Focus:This WebQuest focuses on different cultural aspects of the 1950s.Objectives/Goals: The objective is for students to explore
and think about the culture of the 1950s on their own.Students will learn about the music, television, and advertising of the 50s.
Students will explore the emergence of the suburbs and suburban life. Students will explore fashion of the 1950s. Students will learn
about the Beat movement. Resources: Prerequisite Skills: Background on the 1950s and postwar America.Time Required: 1 class
period (approximately 60 minutes).Technology Needs/Materials Needed: Computers with internet access and teacher provided
worksheet (available for download on the process page).Credits: The resources and web links included on this website are external
websites and I would like to thank them for creating such useful WebPages.
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