A Journey to the Land of the Tainos
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History tells us about our past. it gives us a sense of direction. The Tainos were the first known inhabitants of the island of Jamaica.
they travelled from Asia to North and South America. The word Taino means good or noble. The leader of the Tainos is called the
Cacique. The Tainos were brown skinned, medium height and plump in built. They were peaceful and easy going. they were mostly
farmers who planted manioc/ corn, potatoes, yam, tobacco and cotton. The Tainos lived in houses called Caneye. They believed in
many gods and worshipped nature and their ancestors. Their gods were represented by zemis. &nbsp;

Students will be placed in groups of four to construct two model houses. one representing the dwelling of the cacique and the other a
model of the ordinary Taino dwelling. groups will be asked to explain to the class the steps taken to construct each dwelling. the
models will be placed on display Jamaica Day at the school . the model of the houses will be made from palm wood and palm leaves,
dirt,&nbsp;

step 1: students will be asked to write what they know about the Tainos, what they want to know about the Tainos using the KWL
chart. discussion will followstep 2: students will use a world and a caribbean map to trace the migratory pattern of the Tainos to the
Caribbean.&nbsp;step 3: students will read from the website&nbsp;http://www.jnht.com/download/influence.pdf to gain additional
information on the Tainos. discussion will follow&nbsp;step 4: &nbsp;a video of the Tainos houses will be shown to
students&nbsp;step 5: groups will gather materials to make a miniature of the Taino house&nbsp;step 6: groups will display their
models and explain how it was made and the challenges they had while making it.&nbsp;

Students will be evaluated on the model of the Tainos houses and the cultural aspect of the Tainos society&nbsp;The models must
meet the required criteria of the rubric in order to attain maximum points&nbsp; Evaluation Rubric
&nbsp;
Excellent (20)
Very Good (15)
Satisfactorily(10)
Needs (5)
Score
Creativity
Well organized, neat, presentable and appealing.
Organized, neat, presentable and appealing.
Need to be better organized thus, lacking good presentation
Lacks organization and could be much more presentable.
20
Demonstrate knowledge of subject matter.
Clear idea of concept and layout of what is to
be done.
Some idea of concept and layout of what is to be done.
Limited idea of concept and layout of what is to be
done.
No idea of concept and layout of what is to be done.
30
Originality
Good
use of materials found in surroundings.
Some use of materials found in surroundings.
Limited use of materials
found in surroundings.
No use of materials found in surroundings.
25
Relevance
Material used were appropriate and effective.
Material used were somewhat appropriate and effective.
Material
used were limited and inappropriate and ineffective.
Material used were not appropriate nor effective.
25
Total Score: 100

Category and Score

Score

Total Score

Students have journeyed into the land of the Tainos and have gained meaningful insights to the Tainos way of life and the impact it
has on our lives. &nbsp;The Tainos &nbsp;agricultural techniques and the preparation of famous dishes such as pepperpot soup and
baked cassava bammy are some of the practices we still see in todays' society.&nbsp;

The focus of this webquest will be on the Tainos who are regarded as Indigenous People of Jamaica. the students will gain a
comprehensive knowledge of the Tainos way of life with the use of techno- savvy activities that will cater to their learning styles . the
teacher will provide adequate information and time to guide students on the completion of activities.&nbsp;
Standards
1. Define the terms indigenous, inhabitants, cacique
2. Trace the migratory pattern of the Tainos from Asia into the Caribbean
3. Discuss how the Tainos looked and how they dressed
4. Give a brief account on the Tainos way of life
5. Make a model of the bohio (Cacique house) and one of the caneye (ordinary Taino house )
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